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and general director on the throne of the house of 'Abbas.
Observe how Islam has been brought low. . . /*" And he adds :
" And they (the Muslims) neither cease nor rest from, their
wickedness and their tyranny."
The appointment of a Jew as the Vizier of a heathen ruler,
over a region that was preponderantly Muslim, was a
paradoxical situation which was sure to evoke the greatest
discontent primarily in the Muslim population. But if
Bar Hebrseus laments the influence of the Jews in the Il-Khan
Empire of Arghun, and states that " the man who could
confer a favour or benefit or could do harm was never seen
at the gate of the kingdom unless he was a Jew '%1 the
Christian historian contradicts not only historical fact but
even his own accounts. For the privileged position of the
Christians in the Mongol Empire equally roused the ire of the
Arabs, and he himself reports : " Thus the hatred and ill
will of the-Arabs towards the Christians grew stronger," 2
Islamic reactions to Jewish power expressed themselves
in all kinds of diatribes, satirical poems, and libels which have
found a partial echo in our sources. Thus we learn the following
from Ibn al-Fuwati 3 : "In the year 689/1291 a document
was prepared in Baghdad by respected individuals which
contained libels against Sa'd ad-Daula, together with verses
from the Quran and the history of the prophets, that stated
the Jews to be a people whom Allah hath debased, and that he
who would undertake to raise them would himself be made
low by God. Saed ad-Daula received information of this and
when he acquired a copy he took it and set it before the
Sultan Arghun. The latter condemned each individual
who had participated therein."
The kind of libel contained in these documents is not stated
by Ibn al-Fuwati. But we can find far more in Wassaf, who
*  p. 490, fol. 575.
*  Bar Hebrceus himself reports that the Muslims objected to adminis-
trative posts being filled by both Jews and Christians.   See p. 489, foL 574.
*  Ilm ai-Fuwati, p. 461.